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rous and futile story, was the usual thrust in the back that English
kings had learnt to expect from their neighbours if they made
war on France. On the whole, Henry's * reprisals ' show a cal-
culated temperance, being confined to the customary devastation
of the Border by Dacre, the Warden of the English Marches.
In the meantime his sister Margaret had become Regent for her
infant son James V, with the Earls of Angus, Arran and Huntly,
and James Beton, Archbishop of Glasgow, as councillors. Henry
doubtless hoped to bring the Scots round to an alliance with
England, partly by a show of strength, and partly by reason of
his relationship to the Queen and her son. Unfortunately for
any such plans, however, that most unreliable and erratic of all
the Tudors, the Regent Margaret, took a second husband, with-
out any thought of the consequences. As if totally unaware that
clan and family jealousies, hatreds and loyalties were the back-
bone of Scottish life and character, and the determining factor in
Scottish politics, she married Archibald Douglas,1 Earl of Angus
and head of the great Douglas family. The placing in authority
of one of themselves as the Regent's husband was more than the
Scots lords would stomach. By 1515 Margaret had been deposed
and a new Regent appointed.

The new Regent was the Duke of Albany, who was in every
way a danger to Henry's plans. He was the late king's cousin,
and next heir to the throne, after Margaret's two sons. Brought
up in France, regarding it as his own country and owning large
French estates, he was entirely in favour of the old alliance, and
the maintaining thereby of Scotland's independence of England,
The country received him enthusiastically on his return, and
appointed him guardian of the princes. The result can be
gathered from the following extract from a letter in which Henry
protests to Francis that it was an unfriendly act to allow Albany's
return, and one that will redound to his scandal and reproach.

i.To FRANCIS I

r                                                                    [Aug. 20, 1515.]

... Secondly, we have of late been credibly ascertained
; that our cousin, the Duke of Albany, whom you have sent into
''7              * Grandson of the,famous